Consonant Generalizations

Generalization Utility | Example Exception
When two of the same consonants 99% | berry suggest
appear side by side in a word, only one
is heard.
When the letter ¢ is followed by the 100% | cat
letter o or a, the ¢ stands for the /k/
sound.
The digraph ch is usually pronounced 95% | batch machine
/ch/ as is watch and chair, not /sh/.
When the letters ¢ and / appear next to 100% | rich
each other in a word, they stand for
only one sound.
The letter g often has a sound similar to 64% | ginger give
that of the letter j in jump when it
comes before the letter i or e.
When the letter ¢ is followed by the 96% | cent ocean
letter e or i, the /s/ sound is likely to be
heard.
When a word ends in the letters ck, it 100% | sick
has the /k/ sound as in book.
When the letters ght appear together in 100% | fight
a word, the letters gh are silent.
When a word begins with the letters kn, 100% | know
the letter k is silent.
When a word begins with the letters wr, | 100% | write
the letter w is silent.
Vowel Generalizations

Rule Utility Example Exception
If there is one vowel letter in an 61% | city lady
accented syllable, it has its short sound.
When a word has only one vowel letter, 57% | lid mind
the vowel sound is likely to be short.
When two vowels appear together in a 45% | seat chief
word, the long sound of the first one is
heard and the second is usually silent.
When a vowel is in the middle of aone- | 62% | best gold
syllable word, the vowel is short.
The letter r gives the preceding vowela | 78% | torn fire
sound that is neither long nor short.
When there are two vowels, one of 63% | hope come
which is final e, the first vowel is long
and the e is silent.







